
Listening to, joining in 

with and recalling 

stories and poems. 

Exploring books and 

printed text.  

Communicating 

simple preferences. 

Exploring photos of 

significant people in 

their life. 

 

Travel training 

– travelling 

safely on foot, 

by car or 

using public 

transport by 

reading and 

appropriately 

responding to  

road signs, 

the Highway 

Code and 

timetables. 

 

Reviewing and 

recommending books, 

giving reasons.  

Inferring characters 

feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their 

actions. 

Checking what they are 

reading makes sense and 

self-correcting.  

Filling in missing words from 

familiar stories, poems, rhymes etc.  

Showing 

anticipation 

through turning 

pages. 

Answering simple ‘wh’ questions 

about characters and objects using 

pictures.  
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Independently 

exploring books. 
Making up their 

own story.   

Sequencing pictures 

from a story.  

Enjoying an increasing 

range of books.  

Developing an understanding 

story structure (beginning, 

middle and end).  

Retelling stories. 

Reading and 

understanding 

simple sentences.  

Understanding that information can be 

retrieved through text, including books 

and computers.  

 

Using dictionaries. 

 

Using reference books 

including contents pages 

and indexes.  

Using evidence to 

support an inference or 

point of view.  

 

Reading and responding 

appropriately to social 

signs, e.g. fire exits, toilets. 

 

Making choices and carrying out 

actions informed by reading in real 

life scenarios – e.g. paying bills that 

arrive in the post, choosing from 

menus, following recipes, making 

plans or placing orders after 

readingbrochures. 

 

Preparing for potential further education or employment 

requirements e.g. preparing for and undertaking 

qualifications, reading and responding to job applications, 

reading college prospectuses.  

 

Reading aloud with 

appropriate tone, 

volume and intonation.  

Talking about the 

meaning of 

words. 

Linking what they 

read/hear to their 

own experiences.  

Presenting their understanding 

of and opinions on what they 

have read.  
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Listening to simple 

songs and rhymes.  
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Experiencing story 

through listening to 

them and exploring 

associated 

props/resources. 

Focussing attention 

on specific sounds, 

words and objects. 
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