
Writing 

rehearsed 

phrases and 

sentences using 

known 

graphemes.  

 

Writing their name.  

 

Using text and 

email. 

 

Use of more complex 

punctuation including 

commas and apostrophes.  

Using adjectives, verbs, 

adverbs and prepositions.  

 

Using conjunctions.  

Self and peer assessment 

including proofreading 

and reading work aloud.   

Spelling a few common 

exception words. 

 

Beginning to form 

recognisable letters.  

Writing 10 grapheme 

phoneme correspondences.  

Showing a 

preference for a 

dominant hand.  

Drawing lines or 

shapes on a small 

or a large scale.  

Holding objects 

in a palmer grip. 
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Gross motor control – 

controlled movement of 

head, torso and limbs.   

Holding and passing 

objects. 

Making marks in a 

range of wet and 

dry media using 

hands and tools.  

Showing control in 

holding and using jugs 

to pour, hammers, 

books and mark-

making tools. 

Making connections 

between marks and the 

movements that they 

make.  

Turning pages in 

a book.  

Demonstrating control and co-

ordination in large and small 

movements.  

 

Handling tools, 

objects, construction 

and malleable 

materials safely and 

with increasing 

control. 

 

Pick up objects 

between thumb 

and fingers. 

 

Using a range of one-

handed tools and 

equipment.  

Holding writing 

tools in a pincer/ 

tripod grip.  

Ascribing 

meaning to the 

marks they make.  

Making letter-

like shapes in 

writing.  

Saying an appropriate 

word to finish a 

sentence when an adult 

pauses.  

Forming numerals 

0-9. 

Copying some letters 

and numerals.  
Writing 20 

grapheme 

phoneme 

correspondences.  

Writing initial 

sounds of words.   

Spelling some 

words correctly and 

making 

phonetically 

plausible  

attempts at  

others.  

Writing upper and 

lower case letters 

with correct 

orientation. 

 

Using finger spaces.  

 

 

Writing sentences that 

are sequenced to form a 

short narrative. 

Using capital letters. 

Adapting their writing for a wide 

range of purposes and 

audiences. 

Using dictionaries 

and thesauruses to 

improve writing.   

Completing forms 

(e.g. doctor 

registration, DVLA, 

dentist). 

Managing social 

media.  

Sitting 

qualifications. 

Preparation for careers 

and further education 

– writing a CV, 

completing application 

forms. 

Distinguishing 

between marks they 

make.   Step 

11 

Forming all 

lowercase 

letters.  

Writing sounds that 

they can hear in words 

including some initial, 

mid and final sounds.  Making up phrases/ 

short sentences to 

express their thoughts.  

Choosing the 

writing implement 

that is best suited 

for a task. 

Positioning writing 

correctly on the 

line.  

Writing simple sentences 

which can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Using basic punctuation including full stops, 

question marks and exclamation marks.   

Use of past, 

present and 

future tense.  

Step 
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How to contact 

the emergency 

services.  

 

Writing 

shopping lists. 

 Roots  
 

Writing all 

40+ GPCs. 
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